8 * * * Evening Journal, Wilmington, Del., Thursday, September 14, 1978 






WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House Assassinations Committee 
is challenging Lee Harvey Os- 
wald’s widow to further explain 
why she has changed parts of her 
story since talking with investiga- 
tors in the days following Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy’s murder. 

Marina Oswald Porter, who 
faces a round of cross-examina- 
tion as she testifies before the 
committee for a second day today, 
told the committee yesterday that 
differences in her accounts stem- 
med from her fright and confusion 
after the assassination. 

She declined yesterday to say 
whether she believes Oswald kill- 
ed Kennedy, but acknowledged 
she “felt very uneasy” at the time 
because she thought he might be 
involved. 

“It crossed my mind,” she said 
under questioning. “I hoped Lee 
was not involved.” 

Rep. Richardson Preyer, D- 
N.C., asked her if, in hindsight, 
she could say whether Oswald did 
it. 

“I don’t know if I am qualified to 
make statements like that be- 
cause I knew one side of Lee but I 
did not know his whole charac- 
ter,” she replied. 

Asked if Oswald protested his 
innocence during her one meeting 
with him at the Dallas jail after 
the assassination, Mrs. Porter 
said, “He never told me; ‘I am 
innocent”’ 



“Did he look calm?” she was 
asked. 

“He looked scared,” she said. 

As the questioning ended yester- 
day, some committee members 
were disturbed by discrepancies 
between some of the details of her 
current testimony and what she 
told FBI and Secret Service inves- 
tigators in the days after her hus- 
band was arrested for Kennedy’s 
assassination and then was slain 
himself by Jack Ruby. 

One point involved the events of 
September 1963 when Oswald 
planned a trip to the Cuban 
Embassy in Mexico City seeking a 
visa to Cuba. 

“I was very upset about it,” she 
recalled. “I did not know if I would 
ever see him again. I was respon- 
sible for one child, and another 
was on the way. I was quite lost. ” 
Preyer noted she had told FBI 
agents after the assassination that 
Oswald had told her nothing of his 
plans to go to Mexico City. 

She said she told that story to the 
FBI because she was trying to pro- 
tect herself and her husband. 

She said she was frightened, 
confused, embarrassed and fear- 
ful that she, too, would be prose- 
cuted “for being his wife.” She 
also said her emotional state caus- 
ed lapses in memory. 

Committee members said they 
plan to press other discrepancies 
on details she has given at differ- 
ent times. 



